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Wallenberg Seen in ’86, Swede’s Report Says 


By STEVE LOHR 
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LONDON, Aug. 20 ~ A well-known 
Swedish businessman and novelist has 
given the Stockholm Government new 
evidence he says shows that Raoul 
Wallenberg, the Swedish diplomat pre- 
sumed to have disappeared W Soviet 

K Isons after saving thousands of Jews 
)m the Nazis, was alive as recently 
as 1886 and may be alive today. 

The businessman, Kenne Font, 45 
year* old. Is a former president of 
Sweden's largest movis studio, Svensk 
Film Industri. He said he had been 
doing research on the Wallenberg case 
for six years, interviewing 63 Russian 
emigres In Britain, France and the 
United States. 

Mr. Fant said (hat according to a 
reliable Informant now In the West, "an 
old Scandinavian diplomat" who 
helped sava Jaw* In Budapest at Uw 
end of World War It was treated for 


on Dec. 22, 1986. 

The Soviet potitfon Is that Mr. Wal- 
lenberg died of a heart attack to prison 
In 194? it the age of 35. Thertfora. Mr. 
Fant said, the peraon In Blagovesh- 
chensk in 1MB would hav* been liven 
■noth*! name, but U could i ‘Itardly ' be 
anybody else but Raoul Wallenberg." 

Mr. Fant said he could not publicly 
disclose the name of the Informant, 
since the person has relatives living In 


the Soviet Union. Hesaid he dfd jivc 
the names of ah the Russian emigres 
he Interviewed to (he Swedish Foreign 
Ministry last week. 

‘1 Think It's Probable' 

"I've become convinced that Wallen* 
berg was alive ai recently as Decem- 
ber 1886," he said In a telephone Inter- 
view from Stockholm. "And 1 thunk It's 
probable that he It alive " 

Wollrath Tftam, the Swedish Foreign 
Ministry official to charge of research 
tnio the Wallenberg cusp, said It was 
premature to assess the significance of 
Mr. Fant's Information, since the docu- 
ments were presented to (he Govern- 
mem only last week. "Rut we're cer- 
tainly going to look Into it," ho said. * 
In addition to the 1986 report, Mr. 
Fant said several reliable witnesses 
had confirmed that a man who fit Mr. 
Wallenberg'* description was in the 
psychiatric hospital in Biagomh- 
chensfc, near the prison camp to the 
same city, from at least February 1871 
to December 1178. That report had 
been previously cited In a book toy 
Abraham SWfrm and Cronfd lubarsky, 
two Soviet emigres. _ _ 

Mr. Fant added that Victor Devidqv, 
• Russian dmigrd now Hvfng to the 
United Rate*, who was In the Blago- 
veshchensk psychiatric hospital from! 
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Swede," presumably Mr. Wallenberg, 
who had been at the hospital In 187 J. 

Mr. Fant is an author of seven hltwr* 


leal novel*. Including one entitfod "R." 
which centers on a single day in Mr. 
Wallenberg's life in prison. 

A member of a prominent Swedish 
family of bankers and industrialist*, 
Mr. Wallenberg would be 76 year* old 
today. Sweden, which was neutrsl in 
the war, sent him to Budapest in mid- 
>844 at the request of the United States 
War Refugee Board and the World 
Jewish Congress to try to save Hungar- 
ian Jews from Nazi death camps. 
Through ingenuity and heroism, he 
Issued Swedish working papers to 
tOfiOO Jews and indirectly helped per- 
haps f 60000 others to escape. 

After foviei troop* tmered Budapest 


In January 1845, Mr. Wallenberg was 

S iam! under what was drscril»ed to site 
wedish Foreign Ministry a month 
laiorat Soviet protection. Aftltough the 


Kremlin has never explained why H ar- 
rested him, It Is assumed that it re- 
garded him as a possible spy for the 
United States. 


Dead, Soviets Insist 
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MOSCOW, Aug. 28 - The Soviet For- 
eign Ministry spokesman, Gennadii I. 
Gerasimov, replying to a question on 
Mr, Font's Informal km, repeated that 
Mr. Wallenberg had died yean ago. 
"We've responded to many requests by 
the Swedish Government," he said to- 
day. "We studied the matter deeply, 
wilh no results. It Is evident he died 
many, many years ago." 
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